Goal 2.1 Update
and enhance

the currlcula of
Schools of Library
and Information
Science.

Profescional Educational I’rngrams
for Health Sciences Librarians

Findings

The Panel believes that Graduate Schools
of I_.ibmr:,.' arid Infarmation Scichoe ane
|i|::-]_:,' to comtine T |:|r||,:|'.'1'di~. buaie masiers
level edueation for many of the individuals
|::|:||1|'|1,:|:.'1::i by health sciences liliraries.
Courses in health sciences librarianship are
currently offercd by 47 of the 58 graduats
programs in the U.S. and Canada.®® Very
few, however, have full-time faculty in
health scicaees Bbrarianship 2 While tle
mumbor of library and information

BT prrogramms has decreased in the
past W vears, the number of ol i biss

leaes increased.

Graduate Programs in
Library and Information Scienco?”
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Health scicnces libraans and thetr
employers ave concerned that the currizula
of |i|:|:r|]1'}' and information selenee

programs have not kept pace with changes
in the field, especially in the area of infor-
mation technologies. More library school
students neell to gnin experience in waork
sottings, s0 that thoy can begin to apply
Thaeory to practice.

The Medical Library Association i irs
Platform for Charge!! lists seven broad
arests of knowledge and skills that health
sciences librarians must have;

v Health Sciences Environmeant and
Information Policies

Manapement of Information Services
Health Sciences Information Services
Health Sciences Resource Managoment
Information Svatems and Technology
Instruetional Suppart Systems
FHesearch, Analvsis, and Interpretation
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School of library and information seiene:
faculty need additional opporiunitics to
retonl s renew theiv skills throngh
additional “real world” EXPECIEICE, includ-
ing collaboration and research with others
in related fields.? Collaboration with
infermaticions and health sciences library
practitioners will also provide opportus
nities for mare contributions to the
rezearch boze of the field 32
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Possible Implementation Steps

By NLM:

Fund several demonstration programs at
schoals of library and information scienee
to npgrade their afferings in health
sciences information.

By schools of library and information sctence:
Tntegrate technology, research, and
medical informatics into all aspects of
education for lbrarianzhip:

Provide opportunities for students to
receive credil for courses taken in other
academic departmentsa (for example,
computer scienee, medical informatics,
statistics j;

Affiliate with hiealth sciences librarvies or
institutions sngaged in health informatics
research to provide practical wark expori-
ence for their students; and

Sy=tematically seeh the advice of practic-
ing health sciences librarians concerning
their educational needs and the effective-
ness of their education and training in the
practice of their profession,

By practicing health scionces ibrurians:
Offer preprafessional training opportu-
pities in their libraries for students, =0
they can begin to apply theory to practice
and participate in post-masters internship
PRogrAms;,

Seek doctorates i.l:l.ll.'l'll?tldi-l!l.'i.ipli]:tl'l'}' pri-
arams oulside the traditional domain of
library seience (for example, health care
policy, business administration, medical
cconomics, epidemiology, public health,
and especially, medical informatics}.




Goal 2.2: Explore
new approaches
and degree
programs for
preparing health
sciences librarlans
to assume

néw roles.

Findings

The environment in which health sciences
librarians will find themselves is complex,
and 1t may nol be enoogh for them to
cenfine their preparation to library/
information science courses, Coursework in
other dopartments or schools (such as
public health, social work, arts and
seiences) is required by some library and
informution science programs. The panel
has heard evidence of the cuericulum of
the University of Pittshurgh School of
Library and Information Science, which
requires interdisciplinary courses in a
number of university departments

This is especially true at the doctoral level,
Library scienee professionals are seeking
their doctorates in interdisciplinary
programs outside the traditional domain
of schools of library and mformation
geience in areas such as medical infor-
matice, health care policy, public health,
medical ceonomics, business adminis-
tration, and epidemiology, In these
contexts, librarians with doctoral level
research and communications expericnee
will not only make a mark, they will Jead.®

During a brainstorming session, the Pansl
developed a comprehensive “wish list™ for
the curriculum of the future® which, if all
conrses were included, could extend the
traditional length of graduate training far
bevond the current 1-2 vears. However, it
provides a good deseription of the kinds of
knowledges and skills that the panel be-
lieves are important for health sciences
librarianship, and provides a “menu” from
which courses could be selected.

Possible Implementation Steps

By schaols af library and infarmartien science:
Offer three levels of troining: a bazic MLS
degree that incorporates a core of health
sciences and informatics training: a joint
MLS-M5 in informatics program that
includes “hands on™ exposure to the
substantive problems central to health
care informatics, including syvstems devel-
opment exporicnee; and a MLS degree
with a docterate in informatics requiring
substantive rescarch experience amnd
traditional thesis defense;

Explore alternatives to traditional MLS
courses, such as the varions approaches o
“distance learning” now being tried at a
number of universities.

By wniversities and schools of public health:

Develop expanded masters in public
health (M.P.H.} degree programs that
wonld include coursewnrk in library/infor-
malion seience. Such programs would
provide additional training for librarians
with M.L.5. degrees und multidiseiplinary
training for those in related fields,
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